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The 50th Anniversary of the  

"I Have a Dream" Speech  

& the  March on Washington  

for Jobs and Freedom: Aug. 28, 1963 

 

O 
n Aug. 28, 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. 

spoke to more than 200,000 people from 

the steps of  the Lincoln Memorial during 

the March on Washington for Jobs and 

Freedom. His famous "I Have a Dream" speech and 

the march were key moments in the American Civil 

Rights Movement, before the landmark legislation 

securing voting, housing and employment rights for 

all Americans regardless of  race. To mark the 

anniversary, the U.S. Census Bureau has gathered 

key statistics that measure changes in some 

characteristics of  the black population to date. 

 

Some of  the statistics are drawn on years other than 

1963 because the data were not available. For 

additional information, view the Census Bureau’s 

website: census.gov. 

 

 

Note: The analysis is limited to the black population because 

of  limited historical data for all racial and ethnic groups. 

Unless otherwise noted, the reference to the 2012 black 

population in this publication is to respondents who said 

they were one race (black) or more than one race (black plus 

other races).  

 



 The 50th Anniversary of the  

"I Have a Dream" Speech  

& the  March on Washington  

for Jobs and Freedom: Aug. 28, 1963 



 

 

Roy Wilkins, A. Philip Randolph, and Walter P. Reuther 

leading the March on Washington, August 28, 1963. 

Photo courtesy of the National Archives. 

Actors Sidney Poitier, Harry Belafonte, and 
Charleston Heston at the March on Washing-
ton, August 28, 1963. 
Photo courtesy of National Archives. 

There are 

30,315 actors 

in the U.S. 

today; 10.6% 

or 3,200 are 

Black or 

African 

American. 



Dr. Martin L. King, Jr.  
at the March  

on Washington on  
March 28, 1963.  

 
Photo courtesy  

National Archives. 

 

 

Baseball great, Jackie 
Robinson, with his son at 

the March on Washington, 
August 28, 1963 

There are 

237,480 athletes, 

coaches, umpires 

and other related 

personnel in the 

U.S. today; 8.2% 

or 19,515 are 

Black or African 

American. 

There are 

432,320 

clergy in the 

U.S.; 9.5% or 

41,280 are 

Black or 

African 

American. 



 

 

1963 & 2012 

Then & Now 

1963 2012 

20,255,067 

The total estimated 

Black population 

 

10.7% 

The estimated 

percentage of  the 

nation’s population 

that was Black 

 

9,779,461 

Black Males 

 

10,475,606 

Black Females 

 

67,063 

Number of  Blacks 

that were age 85 

and higher 

44,456,009 

The total estimated 

Black population 

 

14.2% 

The estimated 

percentage of  the 

nation’s population 

that was Black 

 

18,563,970 

Black Males 

 

20,365,349 

Black Females 

 

382,122 

Number of  Blacks 

that were age 85 

and higher 



 

1964 & 2012 

Then & Now 

1964 

58.5% 

The percent of  

the total Black 

population 18 

and over that 

voted in the 

presidential 

election 

 

69.3% 

The percent of  

the total U.S. 

population 18 

and  that voted 

in the 

presidential 

election 

2012 

62% 

The percent of  

the total Black 

population 18 

and over that 

voted in the 

presidential 

election 

 

56.5% 

The percent of  

the total U.S. 

population  18 

and over that  

voted in the 

presidential 

election 



 

1970 & 2011 

Then & Now 
 

1970 

1,469 

The number of  Black elected 

officials. 1970 was the first year 

this kind of  information was 

collected. 

 

2011 

10,500 

The estimated number of  Black 

elected officials. 

 
Source: Joint Center for Political and 

Economic Studies 



 

1964 

 

25.7% 
 

Percentage of  

blacks age 25 

and over who 

completed at 

least four years 

of  high school. 

 

2.4 million 
 

Number of  

blacks 25 and 

over with at least 

four years of  

high school. 

 

  1964 & 2012 

 Then & Now 

2012 

 

85.0% 
 

Percentage of  

blacks age 25 

and over who 

completed at 

least four years 

of  high school. 

 

20.3 million 
 

Number of  

blacks 25 and 

over with at least 

a high school  

diploma. 



 

1964 
234,000 

Number of  black undergraduate  

college students. 
 

3.9% 
Percent of  blacks age 25 and over who  

completed at least four years of  college. 
 

365,000 

Number of  blacks who had at least  

a bachelor's degree. 
 

2012 

2.6 million 
Number of  black undergraduate college  

students in 2011 — this is more than  

10 times as many as 1964. 
 

21.2% 

Percent of  blacks age 25 and over  

who completed at least four years  

of  college. 
 

5.1 million 

Number of  blacks who had at  

least a bachelor's degree. 

 

      1964 & 2012 

       Then & Now 



 

      1970 & 2011 

       Then & Now 

41.6% 

Homeownership 

rate for blacks — 

1970 is the 

earliest this 

information is 

available for 

race. 

 

15.3% 

Percentage of  

U.S. renter 

occupied 

housing units 

that were  

black 

households. 

43.4% 

Homeownership 

rate for blacks. 

 

19.3% 

Percentage of  

U.S. renter 

occupied 

housing units 

that were  

black 

households. 



 

  1963 & 2011 

  Then & Now 

1963 2011 

$22,266  
(in 2011 dollars) 

The median family 

income for blacks 

was 55 percent of  

the median income 

for all American 

families. 

 

$25,826   
(in 2011 dollars) 

Median income of  

Black men who 

worked full time, 

year-round. 

 

$14,651  
(in 2011 dollars)  

Median income of  

Black women who 

worked full time, 

year-round. 

$40,495 

The median family 

income for the black-

alone population 

was 66 percent of  

the median income 

for all American 

families. 

 

$40,273  

Median income of  

single-race black 

men  who worked full 

time, year-round. 

 

$35,146 

Median income of  

single-race black 

women  who worked 

full time, year-round. 



 

  1966 & 2011 

  Then & Now 

1966 2011 

41.8% 

 

Poverty rate for 

blacks. 

Nationally, the 

poverty rate for 

all races was 

14.7 percent. 
 

Note: 1966 is the 

closest year these 

statistics are available 

to the historic speech.  

27.6% 

 

Poverty rate for 

single-race 

blacks. 

Nationally, the 

poverty rate for 

all races was  

15 percent. 

 



 

   

 

 

If  you would like to host a census data workshop, 

webinar or a lunch ‘n learn session, OR, if  you 

need statistics for any reason:  

school, k-12; college; business plans;  

proposals; reports, or others,  

send your requests to Marilyn Stephens,  

at marilyn.e.stephens@census.gov 

 

Your household may be randomly selected to 

participate in one or more of  the census surveys 

listed below. Please cooperate with the census 

field representatives by completing the 

questionnaire. The information you provide to us is 

confidential, by law. We value your privacy and 

protect the confidentiality of  information we 

receive from you and your family. 

American Community Survey 

American Housing Survey 

Consumer Expenditure Survey 

Current Population Survey 

National Crime Victimization Survey 

National Health Interview Survey 

Survey of  Income and Program Participation 

 

The Atlanta Regional Office of  the United States Census 

Bureau is responsible for census operations in seven 

states: Alabama; Florida; Georgia; Louisiana; Mississippi; 

North Carolina; and, South Carolina. 

FREE of 

CHARGE 


